
College Glossary 
 
Associate Degree: Certification granted by college 
to a student who completes the associate degree 
course of study; it is also known as “two-year 
degree” 
 
Bachelor’s Degree: Certification granted by a 
college to a student who completes the bachelor’s 
course of study; generally known as “four-year 
degree”.  
 
CUNY: City University of New York: system of 23 
public colleges, with hundreds of different programs 
and majors, in New York City.  
 
Early Action: Admissions process offered at some 
colleges that allows students to apply by an early 
deadline (usually in October or November); the 
college will notify the student much earlier if they are 
accepted (usually in December). The advantage is 
that students know, early in the process, that they 
are accepted to their top-choice college.  
 
Early Decision: Admissions process offered at 
some schools that allows students to apply by an 
early deadline (usually in October or November); 
then the college will notify the student much earlier 



than in the regular application timeline if they are 
accepted (usually in December). However, if 
accepted via early decision, students must withdraw 
all applications from other colleges. The program is 
a binding agreement between the college and a 
student that, if accepted a student will attend the 
college. The advantage is that students know they 
are accepted to their top-choice college, and they 
don’t need to deal with many applications, but Early 
Decision also limits their options dramatically.  
 
Expected Family Contribution (EFC): This is the 
amount your family is expected to contribute to your 
college education.  
 
FAFSA: An acronym for Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid: a form, available online, that students 
must complete before each year of college to be 
considered for almost any kind of financial aid. For 
more information, visit the FAFSA web site: 
(www.fafsa.ed.gov)  
 
Financial Aid: Money from various sources 
provided to a student to help pay college costs; 
financial aid includes loans, grants and Federal 
Work-Study.  
 



GPA: Your Grade Point Average is a calculation of 
your average grades. Usually an  
A= 4.0 a B=3.0, a C=2.0 and a D=1.0. 
 
Grant: Same as a scholarship; a grant is money 
awarded to a student to help pay college costs 
which does not have to be repaid.  
 
HBCU: Historically Black College or University.  
 
Major: Academic subject area in which students 
concentrate their study. At most colleges, students 
identify their majors within their first two years of 
study.  
 
Master’s Degree: An advanced degree, typically 
two years beyond a bachelor’s degree.  
 
Pell Grant: this grant is awarded by the federal 
government to an undergraduate student to help pay 
college costs.  
 
Perkins Loan: Low-Interest, long term, subsidized 
loan made through school financial aid offices to 
help qualifying students pay for college.  
 
PLUS loans: Parent Loans for Undergraduate 
Students 



 
Prerequisite: A requirement usually a course, you 
must take before you can take another course.  
 
Private College: College that is usually run by a 
non-profit private organization. It does not receive 
significant government funding, so the tuition is 
typically higher than a public college.  
 
Proprietary College: A for-profit college, run by an 
individual or company.  
 
Public College: College that is funded and run by a 
government (usually state or local government). 
 
Scholarship: Money awarded to a student to help 
pay college costs. Scholarships are not usually paid 
back. Depending on the scholarship which can come 
from many sources, the award could be renewable 
for each year you are in college.  
 
SUNY: State University of New York, system of 64 
public colleges and universities. See the SUNY web 
site: (www.suny.edu) 
 
TAP: Tuition Assistance Program; Administered by 
the Higher Education Services Corporation (HESC) 
of New York State, TAP is a grant to help pay 



college costs for residents of New York State who 
attend a college in the state. Eligibility for TAP is 
based on a family’s financial situation.  
 
Tuition: Amount of money a college charges for the 
instructional part of your college attendance.  
 
Undergraduate: A college student who hasn't yet 
earned a bachelor’s degree 
 
Waitlist: When a college does not accept or reject 
you, but puts your name on a list, waiting to see how 
many students choose to attend that college 
	  


